Eagle Point Historical Socie 


Py > ots 


‘ . ‘ 
een No Ace ae 


THE WOOD HOUSE 1900 
Susan Griffith Waad 


Connections to A Famous 
Outlaw 


It seems everyone claims 
to be related to Billy The Kid, 
Jesse James or the Younger 
Brothers. When these outlaws 
were in their prime and robbing 
and terrorizing people, no one 
wanted to claim kinship to such 
renegades. However, after their 
demise people were claiming 
uncle Billy and grandpa Jesse 
were actually related to them. 

Every year outlaw and 
lawman conventions are held at 
various cities across the country. 
Guest speakers and relatives of 
the outlaws gather and tell their 
stories....over and over again. 
One person might bring the 
cradle that held baby Jesse 
James, while another might live 
on an outlaws old home place or 
own one of their guns. 

Eagle Point can boast a 
connection to a fanious outlaw, 
well sort of. It goes this way (and 
can be proven) that Jesse 
James married Zeralda Mimms 
(who was his cousin), her 
brother, David Woodson Mimms 
came to Little Butte Creek 
around 1869. In 1870, he 
married Julia Rachel Mathews. 
They lived on a farm north east 
of Eagle Point and raised seven 
children. 

David Mimms was said to 
have arrived here with two 
“shooting irons” on his hip. He 
was very secret about his past. 
and he told his descendants that 
he was “hatched on a rock”. 

Several of the Mimm’s 
descendants know the legend 
that David’s sister had married 
Jesse James and there is 
supposed to be a letter hidden in 
one of the relatives cedar chest 
confirming the James link. A 
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letter from Zeralda perhaps??? 

The keeper of this 
important letter declined to show 
it and like David, wants nothing 
to do with that part of the past. 

David Woodson Mimms is 
said to have been involved in 
some of the outlaw activities and 
fled the country when things got 
hot. Could this little outlaw have 
escaped to Eagle Point never to 
return to the Bad Lands? 


Top David Woodson Mimms 
Left. David Mimms sister, Zeralda 
Mimms standing next to a young 
Jesse James. Jesse, David and 
Zeralda were first cousins. Jesse 
married Zeralda in 1874. 


Some old P & E railroad items were found where the railroad 
came through Eagle Point. Everett Jennings donated them to our 
museum for our railroad collection. 


TellS OLD HOUSE PROJECT 


Update on our “Wood” house moving project: 


As you have may have read in the newspapers, the county cut the 
historical budget by 14.5 %, so we will not get any county help to move the 
old “Wood” house. In addition, we have been warned that the county will cut 
us again next year. We must depend on personal and business donations 
and fund raisers to do any special projects. 

We thank the following people for their support: 
The “Wood” house was donated by Mr. & Mrs. James Folan 


Personal Money 
Donations: 

Jack Davis 
Southern Oregon Sanitation 
Main Antique Mall 
Eagle Point Mini-Storage 
Eagle Point Rock Quary 
Eagle Point West Ind. Building 
Bill & Alma Spicer 
Dale & Joyce Terry 
Jean Lusk 
Pat Schaffer 
Don & Jane Gipson 
Ben & Fran Foley 
Grange Co-Op 
Helen Brophy 
Cindy Cannon 
Bob Walch 
John Walsh 
Wm & Virginia Ruffin 
P.K. Manufacturing 
Wally West 
Gene A & Beverly J De LaZerda 
Don Maddox 
Barr Dental Supply 
Bud McCune 
Bernie Weber 
Eva Wilson 
Don & Nina Garrison 
Acquila Foundation 
Crater Sand & Gravel 
Lester & Lois West 
Joseph & Ruby Munshaw 
Leeda Bishop 
Gorden Enterprises 


Glen & Grace Armstrong 
Joan Jensen 
Pepsi Cola 
Geo. & Elsie McDonald 
John & (Virginia) Neimeyer 
Elk Hill Farms 
Martin & Lola Burke 
Sharon Flanagan 
Geo. & Erma Layton 
Lorraine Brooks 
David & Sharon Beck 
Leon & Edith Sherman 
Jack Lyons 
Beryl Hickson 
John & Grace Gearhart 
Grant: Cheney Foundation 
$6000 
In-kind Services from the 


following businesses: 
Ed Dahack (Land) 
Rick's Great Way Market 
Valley Feed 
Creative Cuts 
Millard’s Hardware 
Serendipity 
Heaven Scent Flowers 
Sensational Sweets 
Butte Creek Mill 
FreeStyle Graphics 
Ken's Glass & Screen 
Moozies Cafe 
Ed’s Oasis 
Old Center Cafe 
Gary Kaiser Surveying 
Gary Rotarius Trucking 


Millard's Hardware 
Skip Geear 
Rick Chamberlain 
Wayne Jackson 
Jake Heppner 
Sue Kupillus 
Carol Reynolds 
Gary Asfeth 
Tina Redington 
Barbara Hegne 
Supplies and material 
Lynnea Helgedalen, FreeStyle 
Graphics 
Quality Fence 
Wilson Ettinger 
Nancy & Jack Fox Frame 
Factory 
Hi-Way Lumber 
Copeland Lumber Yards, Inc. 
Rogue Pacific Lumber Co. 
Westside Lumber 


Special Thanks to Wally West 
who took the time to take 
donation cards to his many 
friends and business associates. 


This list was compiled June 13, 


2000. | hope | have not left 
anyone out. B. H. 
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GET READY FOR OUR ANNUAL GIGANTIC 
CITY-WIDE YARD SALE. 
The date is set for Sunday August 20, 2000 
8:30 A. M. until late afternoon. 


The sellers from the 
past two years will be given 
the opportunity to reserve 
their spaces first. This year 
the fee will be $12 and all 
the proceeds will go toward 
our project of moving the 
old “Wood” house to land 
near the museum. We are 
still short money and need 
funds. 

For those who are 
interested in getting a 

‘' space aand_— did not 
participate the past years, 
call to get on our list and 
you will be notified if a 
space is available. crafts, tools, cameras, toys, 
Information call Barbara 


Hegne 826-4166, e-mail clothes, books, antiques and 
eaglept@wave.net. FAX 


541 830-4596 everything else !! 


SILENT AUCTION 


THE MUSEUM WILL HOLD & SILENT AUCTION IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
YARD SALE ALI PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARD THE WOOD HOUSE. 


THE MATERIAL GIRLS OF SHADY COVE ARE QUILTING A ONE OF A KIND QUILT 
WITtt SPECIAL PICTURES OF THE WOOD HOUSE TAKEN AT VARIOUS TIMES. 
TICKETS WILL BE $1.00 EACH AND SOLD AT VARIOUS BUSINESSES. 
EVERYONE WILL WANT TO OWN THIS TREASURE 


be ee en ene : 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY GIFT 
SHOP 


Stop by and see our complete gift shop. 
We carry books, magnets, post cards and several 
hand-made items for sale. Local author Patricia 
White has two new reading items: “P.S. I've 
Taken A Lover” and a cassetie “The Seventy 
Ninth Prince” hosted by a live cast of characters. 

We also have on hand T-shirts with a 
special original Little Butte Creek design by Lynn 
Helgedalen owner of FreeStyle Graphs. Lyn has 
also created some “Wood” house cards, bumper 
stickers and an original T-shirt of the “Wood” 
house. It comes in all sizes. 

We have lots of hand-made jewelry 
including bracelets, necklaces and earrings. 
Some of this jewelry has been made with old 
antique beads and buttons. 

In addition, we have a few “Covered 
bridge” sweats, cups and T’s we are selling for the 
Business Association. 

Check out James C. Martins hand-crafted 
original wooden plates and wall hangings. All 
carefully cut with a scroll saw. 

We still have a few of our “Wood House” 
calendars. It features historic buildings still 
standing in Eagle Point and a brief story. 

Carol Reynolds made some “Bag” ladies 
that are a real eye-catcher. These clever 
grandma dolls are made to hold your plastic bags. 

lf you want an animal in your home that 
doesn’t eat much, we have the cutest raccoons, 
frogs and other animals made out of rocks. They 
will help keep your door open in the summer. We 
also have a large bird house that is an exact 
replica of the old “Wood House 

Books in the gift shop include: Barbara 
Hegne’s history books, Gorden Walker's books 
and Floyd Craigs “Mustang, Fury over Europe”. 


Correspondence 
Dear Board Members: April 28, 2000 
Two weeks ago, | had the opportunity to drop into your Eagle Point 
Museum. | was greeted by a cordial young lady who offered to guide me 
or help answer any questions. that was impressive bit the best was yet 
to come. 

Although she was busy in the back office, your Curator, Barbara 
Hegne, dropped everything and took the time to introduce herself and 
give me a warm welcome. It didn’t take long for me to realize that | was 
standing in the middle of the best managed facility of its kind that | had 
ever seen. Having been retired for a few years, | have had the 
opportunity to visit many museums about the gountry and have been 
accused by my family of being a history buff. 

During my trips, | have never seen a better maintained or a 
better display of historic artifacts. | know how difficult it is to keep all of 
the items dusted and the many display clean. It was obvious that a 
person with pride in her community and loving care plus all kinds of 
ability had to spend many extra hours of devotion to achieve the results. 

| didn’t have time to see everything that first visit but have been 
back twice since. The last time, | brought a friend and we made an 
afternoon of it by having lunch in your community. My neighbor was 
equally impressed and was looking forward to returning with a couple of 
her friend.s 
] The purpose of this letter is to let you know what a “:gem” you 
have in Barbara Hegne. You must know by now that she is like a Eagle 
Point Chamber of Commerce....Her work and pride is magnetic and it is 
evident she is a driving force in your effort and yout town. 
| hope you never lose her and | trust she is receiving “just reward” for 
her outstanding effort...she deserves it! 

Wishing you continued success.. 
Warmest Regards 
William A Singler. Shady Cove, OR 


Dear Barbara 

Thank you so much for your quick response to my question about 
bridges & ferries. The information you gave contained exactly what | 
needed to know. Sincerely Mary Le Quien 

Rio Rancho New Mexico 
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RARE, VALUABLE ITEM DONATED TO THE 
MUSEUM COLLECTION 
A G.S."Garcia” hand-made horse bit has been 
donated by Valerie Bronkhorst in memory of Clifton 
Conover, descendants of the Mathews-Conover 
Families. 

The bit has two large 1 1/2 inch conchas with 
a flower design, two square side bars with inlaid 
silver stripes and a cross bar with matching inlaid 
silver stripes. The leather straps have copper 
rivets. 

The bit was a special order design by local 
rancher Ki Mathews. It was made between 1896 
and 1905. 

Ki Mathews moved from Little Butte Creek to 
Montana where he had a large horse ranch. He 
undoubtedly supplied horses to G.S. Garcia for his 
rodeos in Elko, Nevada. It was every cowboys 
dream to own Garcia spurs, bit or saddle. Having 
them separated the ordinary cowpoke from the high 
riding roughneck. 

In 1894 Guadalupe S. Garcia started a 
business in Elko, Nevada. Soon his shop became 
knows as the world’s most famous saddle shop. In 
1896, he began making custom spurs and bits. He 
put out his first catalog in 1899 so customers could 
order by mail. Some of the best bit, spur and 
saddlemakers in the world were working at Garcia’s 
shop. 

Garcia designed a special saddle to be 
shown and entered in the 1904 World's Fair at 


Garcia information courtesy Etko, 
Nevada Library. 


St.Louis, Missouri. It was dyed black, carved with 
American Beauty roses, encrusted with gold 
silver and diamonds. Across the rear of the fork 
were twenty dollar gold pieces with the likeness 
of U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt and 
Nevada Governors John Sparks and William 
Nye. Other gold pieces are carved with the 
famous three fairy horse heads in which 
diamonds are set for the eyes. A large intricately 
engraved silver eagle is set into the back of the 
cantle. The cinch is made of woven horse hair 
and the rings are inlaid with silver. 

When the other saddlemakers saw 
Garcia’s saddle they packed up their work and 
went home. 

The saddle won all the prizes and became 
known as the most beautiful saddle in existence. 
It was shipped and exhibited all over the U.S. 

Garcia started promoting rodeos in Elko in 
1912. He had over 300 head of some of the best 
stock in the country on his ranch. He advertised 
that he would buy the meanest and most 
cantankerous horses in the country. 

Garcia turned the business over to his 
sons in 1932 and they moved to Hollywood, 
California. Garcia died in 1933. 

- Most all Garcia bits, spurs and saddles 
are in museums today. We are very fortunate to 
have this piece of history here. 


sree ener sepecenee geese ny ompuneremncmmmnnnnemn yee itn 


Left: Bit designed by Ki Mathews 
and made and engraved by 
“Garcia” of Elko, Nevada. 

Above: Ki Mathews &_ his 
wranglers in Montana with his 
famous Garcia bit. 
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News Around the Museum 
Annual Pot Luck & Election of Board 
Members 

The annual pot luck will be held 
Monday August 13, 6:30 P. M. at Ed’s Oasis 
299 Old HWY. 62 Eagle Point, OR. Baked - 
Fried chicken and refreshments will be 
furnished by the Eagle Point Museum. If 
your last name begins A to N bring a salad, 
O to Z bring a dessert. 

If you plan to attend or bring a guest, 
please call or write the office so we can plan 
how much food to order. 

Dinner at 6:30 P. M. followed by 
announcements, awards and __ ballot 


counting of new board members. 


S__ 


Committees 
Grounds & Cemetery Don Reynolds 
Volunteer Chair Don Reynolds 


Hostess Amy Dawson 
Wood House Chair Skip Geear 
VOLUNTEERS: 


Thanks to Wayne Jackson, Skip Geear, 
Rick Chamberlain and Jake Heppner for clearing}, 
away the blackberry bushes at the “Wood” house. 
Gary Rotarius brought his big truck and backhoe 
and cleared away all the blackberry bushes on the 
museum land to make room for the “Wood “ 
house. 

Wayne Jackson, & his brother Bill, fixed our 
noisy light fixture. Now we can hear each other 
talk. 

Volunteer museum staff for May, June & July: 
Beryl Hickson, Arlene Hoffman, Virginia Cutler, 
Inita Kaiser, Midge Harnish & Dale Diebold 


Kurt Berger, LMT,CA 

Kurt has been a licensed Massage therapist since 
1994. He is a member of the American massage Therapy 
Association and is an examiner for the Oregon Board of 
Massage. Kurt received his Chiropractic Assistant 
Certification in 1999. Kurt works at the Eagle Point Clinic 
next to the museum. 

Kurt has lived in the area since 1976. He, and his 
wife Gina, have two children. Gina teaches school at Glen 
D. Hale School in Eagle Point. 

Kurt has been interested in history since he was a 
child. He has donated several items to the museum 
including some political buttons and his POW-MIA 
collection. Kurt is very interested in being on the board of 
the Eagle Point Historical Society 
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Gary Afseth Architect A.1.A. 

Gary is a architectural engineer and has over thirty 
years of experience in architecture with a primary emphasis 
on space planning, commercial and institutional design. 
Gary has received regional and national recognition for his 
innovative design concepts for the Peter Britt Music 
Pavilion, Jackson County Justice Facility, Jackson County 
Jail, KDRV Channel 12 Television, and Rogue community 
College. 

Closer to our home, Gary is in charge of the 
structural planning & drawings for the “Wood” house 
project. He believes in our purpose to save the oldest home 


._- in our area. Gary has lived in the Rogue Valley over 37 


years. 
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Membership: 


Teens $5.00 4 
Single $7.50 NESE v 
Husband & Wife $12.50 o ~ SLR Cae pe: 
Business $10 CG: 
Lifetime $250 Summer Hours cipeetetelelerete stele ate 
Tues. Wed. Thurs & Fri. 72) [atte 
Noon to 4pm aah: PoRaeaNTO SS 
We are located in the Historic eee iM ee a 3 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon spebainas sh se 
: : Museum 826-4166 Pie eS epee 


between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


orothy:R eisner 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


NOT DELIVERABLE 
"AS ADDRESSED 
UNABLE TO FORWARD 
RETURN TO SENDER 


NOT DELIVE 


